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1 . AT TWO-AND-ONE-HALF HOUR MEETING WITH COSTA RICAN PRESIDENT 
AND HIS KEY CABINET MEMBERS MORNING MAY 25 NEGROPONTE OUTLINED ON 
AD REFERENDUM BASIS POSSIBLE REGIONAL LICENSING SCHEME WHICH COULD 
BE IMPLEMENTED IN lATTC CONTEXT FOR 1979 SEASON. HE SUGGESTED THAT 
ONE ALTERNATIVE TO RESUMPTION OP CUMBERSOME AND TIME-CONSUMING 
LARGE-SCALE PLENIPOTENTIARY NEGOTIATION OF lATTC AT THIS TIME WOULD 
BE TO CONVENE EXTRAORDINARY INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETING OF lATTC, 
POSSIBLY IN LA JOLLA, TO DISCUSS GENERAL IMPLICATIONS OF NEW SIT- 
UATION CREATED BY COSTA RICAN AND MEXICAN NOTIFICATION OF INTENTION 
TO WITHDRAW FROM ORGANIZATION. AT THAT TIME US COULD ALSO TABLE 
SPECIFIC REGIONAL LICENSING SCHEME FOR 1979 SEASON WHICH, IF 
MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE, COULD BE PASSED AS INTERGOVERNMENTAL RESOL- 
UTION WHICH COULD THEN BE ADOPTED BY COMMISSION. POREGOING ON 
ASSUMPTION THAT MEXICO AND COSTA RICA WOULD BE WILLING TO STAYS 
IN ORGANIZATION. 
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2. HYPOTHETICAL LICENSING SCHEME WHICH WE OUTLINED HAD FOLLOWING 
KEY ELEMENTS: (A) PAYMENTS ON BASIS OF A PERCENTAGE OP LANDED VALUE 
OF REGIONWIDE CATCHES BY ALL RPT ALL VESSELS FISHING IN THE REGION 
AND (B) RETENTION OP PORTION OF RECEIPTS, SAY TWENTY PERCENT, BY 
lATTC ITSELF FOR USE TOWARDS EXPENSES WITH REMAINING EIGHTY PER- 
CENT TO BE DISBURSED TO COASTAL STATES ON BASIS DECIDED BY THEM- 
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SELVES WITH ASSISTANCE OF COMMISSION. STILL UNCLEAR IN OUR OWN 
MINDS ARE ISSUES OF WHETHER FEE WOULD BE BASED ON FISHING THROUGH- 
OUT EASTERN TROPICAL PACIFIC OR ONLY FOR CYRA; ALSO WHETHER LIC- 
ENSE PAYMENT SHOULD BE BASED ON YELLOWFIN CATCHES ALONE OR WHETHER 
OTHER SPECIES SHOULD BE INCLUDED. ALSO, PERCENTAGE OE LANDED VALUE 
WOULD HAVE TO BE NEGOTIATED. NEGROPONTE MENTIONED HYPOTHETICAL 
FIGURE OF ONE PERCENT OF ALL SKIPJACK AND YELLOWFIN LANDINGS IN 
ENTIRE CYRA AND ALSO NOTED THAT SEPTEMBER 1977 JOINT MEXICAN-COSTA 
RICAN PROPOSAL HAD BEEN EIGURE OF FIVE PERCENT. IN ANY EVENT, 

THESE WERE IDEAS WHICH WOULD HAVE TO BE ELESHED OUT BEEORE A USG 
MEETING WITH INDUSTRY IN LA JOLLA JUNE 13 AND 14 AND THEREAETER WE 
WOULD EXPECT TO BE IN A POSITION TO TABLE SPECIEIC PORPOSAL EOR 
COSTA RICANS AND OTHERS CONCERNED. 

3. WHAT WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW FROM DEPARTMENT ON URGENT BASIS IS 
WHETHER lATTC ADOPTED LICENSING SCHEME ALONG LINES OUTLINED ABOVE 
COULD BE IMPLEMENTED WITHOUT ANY OTHER LEGAL ACTION ON OUR PART. 
THAT IS, WOULD WE NEED TO RATIFY SUCH PROCEDURE BY AN AMENDING 
PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION OR BY AN AMENDMENT TO THE TUNA CONVENT- 
IONS ACT. IT WOULD SEEM TO US THAT AS LONG AS EEES ARE PAID TO 

lATTC AND PAID BY ALL VESSELS, THAT EXISTING lATTC PROCEDURES MIGHT 
SUEFICE. WE WOULD NONETHELESS APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S GUIDANCE ON 
THIS SPECIFIC POINT BY IMMEDIATE MESSAGE BEFORE COB SAN JOSE TIME 
MAY 26. 

4. ALSO, PLEASE INSURE THAT THIS MESSAGE IS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENT- 
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ION OE NOAA WASHINGTON AND TERMINAL ISLAND. YOU MAY ASSURE THEM 
THAT OUR DISCUSSIONS WERE ON AD REFERENDUM BASIS AND VERY MUCH 
ALONG LINES OF OUR RECENT TALKS WITH KEY INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES. 

IF A REASONABLE REGIONAL LICENSING SCHEME CAN BE WORKED OUT LINKED 
TO CONTINUED MEXICAN AND COSTA RICAN MEMBERSHIP IN PRESENT lATTC, 
THEN GAME S CLEARLY WORTH THE CANDLE. 

WEISSMAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FISHERIES, TUNA, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 25 may 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SANJO02261 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780221-0913 

Format: TEL 
From: SAN JOSE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978051 9/aaaaapqj. tel 

Line Count: 101 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 01b1ba96-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION OES 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2567856 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TUNA DISCUSSIONS WITH GOCR OFFICIALS 
TAGS: EFIS, PDIP, CS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/01 b1 ba96-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



